
Correspondence received from residents in relation to Black History Month  

17/2/23 

Dear Ben and Louise 

Thank you for your advice at our meeting on 24th January as regards funding for the event/s in 2023 and 

safeguarding its future undertakings in 2024 and beyond. 

As requested at that meeting we have outlined here some background; our basic budget requirements for 

2023 and listing the progress and events we have planned thus far; 

As regards a proposed Budget we know the expenditure for last year but anticipate an increase in 

refreshments costs. 

Remembering and Celebrating Black History 

October 2021 with the support from the Town Council Leighton Buzzard started the much needed 

conversation with the launch of its first Black History Month that discussed and acknowledged the contribution 

of Black people here in the UK. This was a bold step for the Town as at that time there were very few black 

residents living here. Following a series of meetings with Town Council officers, two local residents, the Mayor, 

and the funding provided by the Town Council participants experienced the launch of the Black History Month 

Leighton-Linslade project. 

The success of this first event sent a message to the Town that black history was important to the peoples of 

Leighton Buzzard. Even though there were few black people in the town, residents who attended the event 

and subsequent workshops learnt about the history that bound us all together. People discovered that black 

and white people shared the same history as a consequence of our colonial past and of the Empire that we all 

descended from and are still impacted by. 

October 2022 - Again with the support of Town Council funds, Town Council officers and staff, the Mayor and 

two local residents the events built on the successes gained from the previous year. The impact grew due to 

the input from various small businesses in the town, and very vibrant presentations. This included the sale of  

and an author’s book signing of “100 Great Black Britons”; more copies of the book were ordered and sold by 

the local bookshop in the Town.  

Following these events and during a Q&A session at the end of October participants expressed opinions that 

Black History Month events are something they would be interested in continuing to take part in. 

October 2023:  To facilitate this year’s events it was suggested that a formal working group be established to 

organise, promote, manage and fund-raise for future Black History Month events.  

To date we have gathered a small group of residents and local small businesses. Voluntary Services 

Bedfordshire have provided help on the process of setting up an unincorporated organisation working group 

entitled “Black History Month Group”. 

There is a notable and visible change of faces in the Town as it becomes more diverse with more black people 

moving into the Town.  This may be due to people moving from London as more housing is being developed 

here and the Town is expanding. This expansion brings its own issues, for example, the current discussions 

about the lack of local health care facilities and other infrastructure provision. However the cultural diversity is 

noticeably increased and observed in the number of black school children but also in the increased number of 

black people in some of the Town’s supermarkets. 

 

The celebration of Black History Month in the Town thus far has been whilst there have been very few black 

residents. The response from many of the local residents is a demonstration of the generous spirit of Leighton-

Linslade residents.As the demographic continues to change with an upward trend in numbers of black 



residents- adults and young people - the ongoing need for the “meh needed conversation” becomes more 

important. 

The forming of a group that highlights cooperation and understanding through learning about our shared 

histories and the presentation of an annual black history event it is hoped that this will become a model of 

good practice across the whole town and go a long way towards building social cohesion.  

Progress to date for 2023: 

Establishing a formal “Black History Month” group: 

We are in the process of establishing a more formal working group and Voluntary Service Bedfordshire have 

provided us with a model Constitution which we will adapt for the Group’s use. So far we have four other 

individuals who have agreed to join us as a group.We will open a bank account, and meet as a group to 

formally adopt a Constitution.The group’s Constitution is based on three principles: 

 Respect for all participants in the spirit of learning and sharing  

 Presenting Black History to a growing culturally diverse audience delivered in a creative way 

 Educational yet entertaining 

In this way we hope to be able to apply formally through the grant funding process of the Leighton-Linslade 

Town Council for funding BHM in 2024.  

Plans for BHM 2023 

 Library & Library Theatre: The acting manager of the Library & Library Theatre in Leighton Buzzard, 

Saiqa Bashir, has expressed overall support for us to use the Library; Library Theatre; lounge area for 

exhibitions, publicity and small group workshops during the month of October. 

 BHM Launch: (date to be confirmed); to take place in Library Theatre area; Speaker (tbc) and film 

showing (film provided by the Exhibition makers); 

 Exhibition from Movement for Justice & Reconciliation: This informative exhibition with inter-active 

desk was displayed in the White House downstairs meeting room in 2022; the public footfall is 

expected to be far greater if exhibited in the Library in 2023. 

 Workshops/groups about Black and White History weekly in Lounge area x 4; 

 BHM book display in Library; and in local bookshop; TACTIC window display; 

 Music venues x 2 will provide “Black” music events and Caribbean food; 

 Red Lion pub has expressed interest in providing Caribbean food during October 2023. 

 Workers’ Educational Association (WEA): WEA have agreed to provide a venue for a day learning 

workshop during October on “The Scramble for Africa”. 

Publicity: 

 David Bligh on Buzz Radio has already interviewed us and is keen to continue to publicise BHM in the 

lead up to October 2023. 

 Poster/flyers to be printed in-house as in previous 2 years. 

 

Budget for 2023: 

The Black History Month Group seeks financial support to make this event a vibrant and informative annual 

contribution to the continued cultural development of the town. 

 
 

The Costs 



The exhibition cost is £500.00 + additional cost to hire the accompanying film (which we were unable to obtain 

in 2022). 

Publicity costs: in-house White House (in kind support)? 

Food - subsidise Red Lion + snacks at workshops: 

 

Names & Contact Details removed  

 

 


